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Fractionation of carbon isotopes in photosynthesis
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In photosynthesis,

the lighter isotope of carbon, 12C
, is greatly preferred.

This m
akes carbon isotopes great tracers for biological carbon, 

w
hich w

ill be enriched in 12C
 (i.e., depleted in 13C

 , and thus have a low
 δ

 13C
). 
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