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Note the absence of  waters in this field for large high-

salinity bodies.  It seems that any region with sufficient 

rainfall to generate a large (>20x103 km2) lake has 

sufficient rainfall to preclude exceptional salinity.

World's largest  lakes Selected smaller lakes

Green: Exorheic lakes (lakes from which there is outflow)
Red: Endorheic lakes (lakes from which there is no outflow)
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Railsback's Some Fundamentals of Mineralogy and Geochemistry

      The plot below shows the size and 
salinity of lakes and of seawater (the water 
of the ocean).  Note the resulting L-shaped 
distribution, wherein extremely great

salinity is found only in relatively small 
bodies of water.  Part II of this pair is 
a version of the same plot with notes 
regarding some of the lakes shown. 

Data and information are from Meybeck, in Lerman, 
Imboden, & Gat (1995), Livingstone (1964), and Wikipedia.
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