
Railsback's Some Fundamentals of Mineralogy and Geochemistry

Straits I: width and depth 

Width of strait or channel (km)

Strait of Gibraltar
to Mediterranean Sea

Bab-al-Mandeb
to Red Sea

Mouth of
Bay of Fundy

Strait of Hormuz 
to Persian Gulf
or Arabian Gulf Foxe Channel

to Hudson Bay

Korea Strait and Tsushima Strait
to Sea of Japan or East Sea

Mouth of Gulf of Carpentaria

Mouth of Gulf of Thailand
Danish straits 
(mostly Great Belt) 
to Baltic Sea

Bosporus strait to Black Sea

Pescadero Trough to
Gulf of California 
or Sea of Cortez

Florida Straits and
Yucatan Channel
to Gulf of Mexico
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Connections
seemingly

most critical to 
deep ocean
 circulation

Strait of Sicily between
western and eastern 
Mediterranean Sea

Strait of Otranto
to Adriatic Sea

Connections to or between basins 
with at least some oceanic crust
Connections to bays, gulfs, and seas
with only continental crust.
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Mouth of Bo Hai

Gulf of Ob Pacific-Indian (Torres Strait)

Pacific-Indian: Lombok Strait

Pacific-Indian: 
Sape Strait

Pacific-Indian strait
(Palau Atauro - Alor)

Pacific-Indian: 
Strait of Malacca
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passage in 
in the strait; depth 

is deepest point along 
that narrowest passage. 
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(Drake Passage)

Suez Canal: depth = 24 m; width = 205 m (0.205 km), with no locks.
Panama Canal to 2016: depth = 12.6 m; width = 33.5 m (0.0335 km), with locks.
                         after 2016: depth = 18.3 m; width = 55 m (0.055 km), with locks.

This overview is divided into larger and
smaller straits in Parts II and III.


