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Chromatograms of petroleum II: chromatograms of gas and oil

Sources:_________________________________

Retention time (time for passage through capillary)
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(a function of the size of the molecule, of the nature of the stationary phase, 
of the temperature of the oven, and of the rate of flow of the carrier gas)
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Tens of minutes
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One does not commonly see chromatograms of petroleum with all chain lengths
 from methane to long alkanes.  Instead, one sees chromatograms of oil from 

which gas has escaped (as in the 
lower case here), and less

commonly one sees the
chromatogram of the gas

(shown in the upper
case here).

Gas

Oil


