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Petroleum systems IV: Reefal trap IV

This is the fourth of six pages using sketches of a potential These sketches are
reefal trap to illustrate the concept of petroleum systems. not a time series.

Moderate to large geothermal gradient causes
maturation; oil migrates to reefal limestone reservoir.
Pasteurization preserves crude with degradation.

Paraffin-rich light crude
in reefal reservoir

Source rock

Moderate to small geothermal gradient causes
maturation; oil migrates to reefal limestone reservoir.
Non-pasteurization allows later degradation.

Asphaltene-rich heavy crude
in reefal reservoir

Large geothermal gradient drives conversion
of oil in reservoir to gas.
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