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Hyoscyamus niger

Black Henbane
Other common names:
henbane, hog’s bean, insane root

Solanaceae, the nightshade family
Category: CONTROL

Diagnostic Characteristics







Annual or biennial; can grow up to 3
feet tall
Leaves are alternate, gray-green, 2-8
inches long and covered with hairs;
coarsely toothed with prominent
veins
Flowers are off-white with a deep
purple center and veins
Seeds are egg-shaped and pitted
Plant has a foul odor

Background







Native to Eurasia; introduced as an
ornamental and medicinal plant
Inhabits disturbed open sites, noncrop areas, pastures, fence rows,
abandoned gardens, and rights-ofway
Reproduces by seed
Livestock avoid it because of
unpleasant odor and bitter taste
Toxic to humans and livestock if
ingested

Photo Credit:
J.M. DiTomaso, The Regents of the University of California

Sorghum halepense

Johnsongrass

Other common names:
Aleppo grass, Cuba grass, Egyptian millet

Poaceae, the glass family
Category: CONTROL

Diagnostic Characteristics






Rhizomatous annual or perennial;
grows up to 6 feet tall
Leaf blades are flat and smooth to
lightly hairy with conspicuous whitish
mid-veins
Ligules are short and membranous
with a terminal fringe of fine hairs
Large open panicles are pyramid
shaped and bear many shiny, reddish
to purple spikelets

Background






Native to the Mediterranean;
introduced for use as forage and hay
Inhabits disturbed sites, rights-ofway, and non-crop areas
Reproduces by seed and vegetatively
by rhizomes; acts as an annual in
most of Idaho, but can be perennial in
lower elevations
Foliage can be toxic when stressed by
drought or after frost; may be
poisonous to livestock if ingested

Photo Credit:
J.K. Clark, The Regents of the University of California
J.M. DiTomaso, The Regents of the University of California

Boundary

Johnsongrass

Bonner

Sorghum halepense

Kootenai

Present

Shoshone

Benewah

No

Latah

Yes

Clearwater

Nez Perce

Lewis

Idaho

Lemhi
Adams

Valley

Washington

Payette

Clark

Custer
Gem

Fremont

Boise
Jefferson

Butte

Canyon
Ada

Elmore

Camas

Bonneville

Blaine
Bingham
Lincoln

Gooding

Owyhee

Madison Teton

Minidoka
Power

Jerome
Twin Falls

Cassia

Caribou
Bannock

Oneida

Franklin

Bear Lake

